
 

 

October 20, 2022 Sandwich Planning Board Page 1 of 2 

Approved 11/3/22 

 

 

Planning Board 

Town of Sandwich 

PO Box 194 

Center Sandwich, NH 03227 
Minutes October 20, 2022 

 

Members Present: Rich Benton, Ray Cameron, Mary Hillsgrove, Brewster Lee, Geoff Tyson, 

ex officio Joanne Haight 

Member via Zoom due to Covid: Julie Dolan 

Members Absent with Notice: Will Speers 

 

Call to Order: 

Mr. Lee called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Minutes of October 6, 2022: Mr. Benton amended Page 3, line 16 to change “to” to 

“of”; line 19, pluralize security and add “be released for both the steep slopes as well as 

the reclamation.” Mr. Benton Motioned to approve minutes as amended. Ms. Hillsgrove 

seconded. 5 in Favor; 2 abstained (Ms. Haight and Ms. Hillsgrove) 

 

New Business: 

Legal Communications: LUS MacLeod had inquired whether there was a policy 

regarding the distribution of legal communications. Including them in packets makes 

them public records. Discussion points: In the past, decision has been done on a case-by-

case basis depending upon the information. Procedural and clarification questions are not 

of a sensitive nature, as advice regarding specific case details or persons could be. RSA 

91-A covers legal counsel confidentiality and having non-meetings or nonpublic 

meetings for such advice. Board to consider whether there should be something in the 

Rules of Procedure to guide future Boards. 

 

Modified Checklist: LUS created a more comprehensive SPR checklist by adding the 

actual requirements from the Site Plan Regulations with a line to check whether 

information is attached or requested to be waived to guide an applicant to submit required 

information. The checklist must be clear that completing the checklist does not imply that 

the application is deemed complete and will be approved. It was decided to move the last 

paragraph to the first page along with language from Section 160-11 that explains the 

grounds for a waiver. Mr. Lee Motioned to accept the new SPR Checklist as amended as 

the official Planning Board checklist. Mr. Benton seconded. All in Favor. 

 

Old Business: 

McIlvain Site Visit: Staffer Cameron brought the question to the Board whether there 

should be a site visit scheduled before the application was officially submitted to the 

Board to determine completeness and accept, or whether it should be scheduled after 

more information may be requested at that meeting. The Public Hearing is scheduled for 

November 3. Discussion ensued with these points made: 

• An application should not be discussed at all prior to Public Hearing; 

• If the applicant has fulfilled filling out an application for notifications to go out, 
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proceed to scheduled Public Hearing to review adequacy of information; 

• The application can be continued with Board request for more information rather 

than deny it, which is an option; 

• Whether to move ahead with a Site Visit to see if on-the-ground conditions could 

help in determining what waivers may be granted and if application is complete 

enough to accept or not. 

• The basic function of a Site Visit is to confirm what is represented in the 

application is the physical location with conditions as specified and if there would 

possibly be any nuisances from the proposed activity; 

• Staffers determine what to recommend to the entire Board. [Reference 2021 OPD 

Planning Board Handbook, pp. V-7 and V-8] 

Staffers Cameron and Tyson will meet on Monday, October 24 to review the entire 

application file and decide how to proceed. 

 

Correspondence: 

Letter from LRPC regarding groundwater grant participation: Lakes Region Planning 

Commission is applying for a grant from NHDES for planning commissions to work with 

municipalities to review and update their Groundwater Protection Ordinances based on 

the current NHDES Model Ordinance. All that is required at this time is to send a letter of 

interest in participating to add to the grant. Consensus was that if it supports receiving the 

grant, a letter should be sent. Ms. Haight Motioned to submit a letter of interest. Mr. 

Benton seconded. All in Favor. A letter affirming that the Board voted to agree to express 

interest in participating. 

 

Other: Mr. Benton asked if the draft annotated Zoning Ordinance went to Town 

Counsel. It was sent electronically on October 10 and acknowledged received on Oct. 11. 

 

Ms. Haight asked if anyone had comments regarding the proposed change to twice a year 

tax bills. No one stated any objections. 

 

Adjournment: 

7:04 p.m. Ms. Dolan motioned to adjourn. Mr. Benton seconded. All in Favor. 

 

Scheduled Meetings:   

November 3, 2022 regular meeting and Public Hearing; November 17, 2022 work session 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan MacLeod, Land Use Secretary 


